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► A demi of Irish folklore I 
whose head and body I 
are separate. 

► Likes her head to be 
held. 

► In love with 


even been No. 1 in 


| ♦ Math teacher. 

► Lives in 
dilapidated house 
so as not to 
unintentionally arouse 
anyone. 

► Has a crush on 
Takahashi-sensei; has 
tried to arouse him. 



gag manga; tries to hide it. 



University of 
Science. 

♦ Physicist. 

♦ Takahashi-sensei’s 
college classmate. 


Koji Takanashi 


♦ Father of Hikari and 
Himari; stay-at-home 
dad. 

♦ On good terms with 
Kyoto’s parents. 

♦ Trying to learn not 
to shake too much 
while carrying 
Kyoto’s head. 


“Demi-humans” are just a little different from us— 
these days, they go by “Demis.” 

Their problems are as adorable as they are. 


DEMIS: SHORT FOR “DEMI-HUMANS. 


• • 
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Chapter 31 : 


Summer's Just Around the Corner 
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SNOW 
WOMEN 
MIGHT HAVE 
COLD BODIES, 
BUT IT ISN'T 
BIOLOGICALLY 
POSSIBLE FOR 
THEIR BODILY 
FLUIDS TO 
BE CLOSER 
TO FREEZING 
BECAUSE 
OF THAT. 
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...n 

SUCCUBUS'S 
POWER TO 
AROUSE—TO 
INFLUENCE 
PEOPLE'S 
INTENTIONS- 
SHOULP HAVE 
A PHYSICAL 
CAUSE, TOO. 




I 




STAAAKt 
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ERG... 
IT'S NOT 
ABOUT 
BEING 
SAP OR 
NOT. 
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THIS ISN'T 
WORKING/ 


HI AND 
HELLO/ 
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SNOW 
WOMEN AND 
SUCCUBI ARE 
BASICALLY 
NORMAL, 
EXCEPT FOR 
POWERS 
THAT VERGE 
ON ESP 


DULLAHANS 
ARE NORMAL 
EXCEPT 
THEY HAVE 
WORMHOLES 
FOR NECKS. 





BLOOD-SUCKING GETS THE 
MOST ATTENTION, BUT VAMPIRES' 
SENSES ARE MUCH SHARPER THAN 
HUMANS'. THEY MIGHT DRINK 
BLOOD IN ORDER TO FUEL THEIR 
"HIGH-SPEC" BODIES. 
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Chapter 32: 


Demis Want to Be Cool 
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THESE 

TWO 

ADVEN¬ 

TUROUS 

GIRLS... 


...GO INTO 
A CAVE 
WHERE 
THERE WAS 
SUPPOSED 
TO HAVE 
BEEN A 
MURDER 
ONCE. 
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WHEN I SWEAT, 
MY SHIRT TURNS 
TRANSLUCENT... 


...AND... 
YOU CRN 
SEE MY 
UNDER¬ 
WEAR... 
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Chapter 33: 


Demis Want to Swim 
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WHEN 
HIKHRI 
SHIP SHE 
WHNTEP 
TO USE 
THE 

POOL... 
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Chapter 34: 


Try Everything Once 
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...BEEN 

THINKING 

ABOUT 

DULLAHAN 

LEGENDS. 
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...RS THE 
PEOPLE WHO 
ARE WITH HER 
FILL THE TIME. 


BUT NOT 
NEAR AS 
MUCH... 




MAYBE HIKARI 
WOULD SAY THE 
SAME THING IF SHE 
SAW MY FAMILY 
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32,000 YEN IS APPROXIMATELY 320 USD. 
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ZflSHlKI-WflRRSHl 

_ 


R SPIRIT THAT IS PRIMARILY MENTIONED IN TALES FROM 


-- 

NORTHEASTERN JAPAN. LEGENDS SAY THAT A HOUSE 



WHERE A ZASHIKI-WARASHI LIVES WILL HAVE HAPPINESS. 

^ - 1 


-—-- 

- 


y A Zashiki-warashi's Happiness (Part 1) 
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I'M 

SORRY/ 


HER 

CLOTHES 
MADE ME 
THINK 
"ZHSHIKI- 
WHRHSHI." 
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Fllll- 

NHLLy. 


ORE ALL 


KIDS THIS 


BAD AT 


SLEEPING? 
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CRN WE EVEN 
TRUST THOSE 
STORIES? 
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IF YOU DON'T 
DELIBERATELY 
CHANGE, 
YOU'LL BE 
A KID 
FOREVER/ 
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■j ^llk BY THE WRY 

ZFISHIKO'B 


, o ■ j Tk. 
tir*' x \ 

1 !j SPILLED 

■»& miso 
}M§£ soup? 

53#^ GOES 
r RIGHT 
<i THROUGH 
^ HER. 

X\ 



Ji 

^ FIND 

{SI THROW IT 
j ■■ ; OUT THE 
WINDOW, 

J X Y\ AND... 

OH 

fjjp’ 



J 

s^oop a 

Ilirt 
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STUPID, 

STUPID 

yoKO/ 


STUPID 

yoko/ 





...AND 


WHEN SHE 

LEFT. 


FINALLY 



GOT SICK 



OF ME... 
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iH 


I'M 

SORRX 

ZRSHIKO, 


v“ x » M 

'going 

/TOO FOR 
BBFORB I 

ypohi? 


RFTER 

you 

MRPE 
ME SO 
HRPPY. 
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TRANSLATION NOTES 



Cicadas, page 20 

Cicadas and the shrill, scratchy sound they make {min, 
min is the onomatopoeia in Japanese) are endemic to 
Japanese summers. When you hear their distinctive 
stridulation in anime or manga, you can almost feel the 
heat on your skin! 


Watermelons, page 23 

Eating watermelons is a popular way to beat the 
summer heat in Japan. However, fruit is often 
considerably more expensive in Japan than in the 
US. 




We Won’t Always Have A/C, page 25 

Many Japanese classrooms have minimal 
climate control. A space heater in winter and 
an open window in summer are sometimes 
all that is available. 



Scary Stories, page 25 

In Japan, scary stories are a 
summertime, rather than fall, 
tradition. 


Like Steel, page 46 

Sakie calls Tetsuo (panel 1) a kanazuchi, 
literally meaning a hammer, but figuratively 
referring to someone who can’t swim. Then 
she puns on his name, “Tetsuo” which, in 
Japanese, is written using the characters 
for “steel” or “metal,” and “man.” 
























Calligraphy, page 75 

A piece of calligraphy is partially visible in this panel (it can also be 
seen, again in part, on page 81). It is common for Japanese families 
to hang calligraphy somewhere in the house, often in the tokonoma 
(lit. “high place”), a raised area where items of special personal or 
spiritual importance are displayed. The visible part of the scroll in 
the Takanashi house reads “Every day is...” We can’t say exactly 
what the rest of the phrase is, but it might conclude with something 
like “...new” or “...a good day.” 


Barley Tea, page 82 

Barley tea ( mugi-cha ), typically served chilled rather than 
hot, is a common summer drink in Japan. Unlike green 
tea (matcha or ryoku-cha), it is brown and has an earthy 
flavor that’s perfect for warm days. 



Hikari's name in 
Japanese means "light." 
The name Midori means 
“green.” 





Just a Train Ride, page 91 

The greater metropolitan area known as Tokyo 
covers a large swath of land, much of which is 
not the glittering city often associated with the 
name. Many residents of Tokyo live far away from 
downtown (often to avoid the astronomical housing 
prices) and make long commutes to work or school. 


Happiness, page 92 

The word shiawase means a deep, abiding 
happiness, but it can also have nuances of good 
fortune or material abundance—making it harder 
for Yoko to know quite what to expect from her 
supernatural roommate. 
















































Police Box, page 95 

Police boxes, or koban, are small outposts 
staffed by one or two officers, often 24/7. 
They are found almost everywhere, so for 
many matters (including asking directions!), 
people can go to the police box instead of 
the police station. 




Meeting some guys, page 107 

Yoko is actually being invited to a go-kon , or a group date, in 
which typically an equal amount of men and women go out to 
drinks, dinner, or other activities, and see who hits it off. 


End-of-Day Discounts, page 108 

Japanese supermarkets often discount fresh produce 
toward the end of the day in an attempt to move leftover 
stock. If she goes out with her friend, Yoko won’t be 
able to snag the low-priced food. 



Miso soup, page 117 

Perhaps the most famous Japanese soup, this is a soybean-based 
broth made with vegetables, tofu, and other ingredients. 


Anpan, page 133 

Anpan is a sweet bread filled with red bean paste 
(it’s what Kurtz pictures on the first page of this 
story). An extremely widespread snack, one of 
Japan’s most popular cartoon characters is Anpan 
Man, a superhero whose head is an anpan bun. 
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That’s right! Authentic manga is read the traditional Japanese 

way-from right to left, exactly the opposite of how American 
books are read. It’s easy to follow: just go to the other end of the 
book, and read each page-and each panel-from the right side to 
the left side, starting at the top right. Now you’re experiencing 
manga as it was meant to be. 





















